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T h e re  is th a t  m ak e th  h im se lf rich , y e t h a th  n o th in g : th e re  

is th a t  m a k e th  h im se lf poor, y e t  h a th  g re a t  r ic h e s .—P ro v e rb s ,  
x iit\  7.

H e  th a t  findeth  h is  life  shall lose i t : an d  he th a t  lo seth  h is  life 
fo r m y  sak e  sh a ll find i t  .—Matthew, x y jq.
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I.

O s ten d e , D ecem ber  5.

M
y  dea r  D o c t o r : 1— Y ou must really forgive me for my seem

ing n eglefl of you, my old friend. I g ive you my word 
of honor, I am worried to death with work. W henever 

I sit to write a letter all m y ideas are scattered, and I cannot go 
on with the Secret DoElrine that day. But your letter (the last) 
is so interesting that I must .answer it as asked. You will do 
an excellent thing to send to the Theosophist this experiment of 
yours. It  has an enormous importance in view of Hodgson’s lies 
and charges, and I am happy you got such an independent cor
roboration ; astral light, at any rate, cannot lie for my benefit.2

' 1 On th e  re q u e s t o f Mr. a n d  M rs. Jo h n sto n  a n d  o th e rs  I  h av e  p e rm itte d  th ese  p r iv a te
le tte rs  from  H . P. B la v a tsk y  to  m y se lf  to  be p u b lish ed  in  th e  P a t h , a s  th e y  c o n ta in  som e 
th in g s  of g e n e ra l in te re s t.— DR. F . H a r t m a n n .

2 T h is  re fe rs  to  th e  c la irv o y a n t (p sy c h o m etric ) ex am in a tio n  of a n  “ o c cu lt le t te r ,” 
w h ich  w as  p rin ted , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  p ic tu re , in  th e  Theosophist of 1886. T h e  p sycho
m e te r  w as a  G erm an  p e a sa n t w om an, e n tire ly  u n in fo rm ed  in re g a rd  to  su ch  th ings*  b u t 
g a v e  a s  i t  a p p e a rs  a  c o rre c t d esc rip tio n  of a  B u d d h ist tem p le  in T ib e t, w ith  i ts  su rro u n d -



I will only speak of number 4, as the correctness about the 
other three letters you know yourself. 1. T h is looks like the 
private temple of the Teschu Lam a, near Tchigadzd— made of 
the “ Madras cem ent’ ’-like m aterial; it does shine like marble and 
is called the snowy “ Shakang”  (temple)— as far as I remember. It 
has no “ sun or cross”  on the top, but a kind of algiorna dagoba, 
triangular, on three pillars, with a dragon of gold and a globe. 
But the dragon has a swastica on it and this may have appeared 
a “ cross.”  I don’t remember any “ gravel w a lk ” — nor is there 
one, but it stands on an elevation ( artificial) and a stone path 
leading to it, and it has steps —  how many I do not remember ( I  
was never allowed inside); saw from the outside, and the interior 
was described to me. The floors of nearly all Buddha’s (Songyas) 
temples are made of a yellow polished stone, found in those moun
tains of Oural and in northern Tibet toward Russian territory. I 
do not know the name, but it looks like yellow marble. The 
“ gentlem an”  in white m ay be Master, and the “ bald-headed”  
gentleman I take to be some old “ shaven-headed”  priest. The 
cloak is black or very dark generally— (I brought one to Olcott 
from D arjeeling), but where the silver buckles and knee-breeches 
come from la m  at a loss.1. T hey wear, as you know, long 
boots— up high on the calves, made of felt and embroidered 
often with silver— like that devil of a Babajee had. Perhaps 
it is a freak of astral vision m ixed with a flash of memory (by 
association of id eas) about some picture she saw previously. In 
those temples there are always movable “ pictures,”  on which 
various geometrical and mathematical problems are placed for the 
disciples who study astrology and symbolism. The “ vase”  must be 
one of many Chinese queer vases about in temples, for various ob
jects. In the corners <jf the temples there are numerous statues 
of various deities (D hyanis). The roofs are alw ays ( almost al
w ays) supported by rows of wooden pillars dividing the roof into 
three parallelogram s, and the m irror “ M elong”  of burnished steel 
(round like the sun) is often placed on the top of the Kiosque on 
the roof. I m yself took it once for the sun. Also on the cupolas 
of the [dagoba] there is sometimes a graduated pinnacle, and 
over it a disk of gold placed vertically, and a pear-shaped point 
and often a crescent supporting a globe and the svastica upon it.
in g s  a n d  th e  in s c r ip t io n s  w i t h i n ; a ls o  o f  th e  l a m a s  o r  p r ie s t s  a n d  o f  th e  M a s t e r ,  a n d  a ls o  
o f  s o m e  p e o p le  w o r k in g  in  th e  n e ig h b o r h o o d  o f  th e  t e m p le . T h e  p ic t u r e  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  
b e e n  r e a d  f r o m  m y  o w n  m in d , a s  I  h a v e  n e v e r  s e e n  s u c h  a  t e m p le ,  o r  i f  I  h a v e  b e e n  t h e r e  
in  th e  s p i r i t ,  t h a t  v i s i t  h a s  le f t  n o  t r a c e  in  m y  p e r s o n a l  m e m o r y .— H .

1 T h e  e x p la n a t io n  o f  s e e in g  t h e  g e n t le m a n  in  k n e e - b r e e c h e s  m a y  b e  t h a t  I  w a s  j u s t  
t h e n  v e r y  m u c h  o c c u p ie d  w ith  th e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  o c c u lt is t ,  C a r l  v o n  E c k e r t s -  
h a u s e n .— H .



A sk her whether it is this she saw, Om tram ah hri hum, which
figures are roughly 
drawn sometimes 
on th e  Melong 
“ m irrors”— (a disk 
of b rass) against 
evil spirits—for the 
mob. Or perhaps 
what she saw was a 

row of slips of wood (little cubes), on which such things are seen:

YIp

o o  / /KA
I f  so, then I will know what she saw. “ Pine w oods”  all round 
such temples, the latter built expressly where there are such 
woods, and wild prickly pear, and trees with Chinese fruit on that1 
the priests use for m aking inks. A  lake is there, surely, and 
mountains plenty— if where M aster is  ; if near Tchigadz<£ —  only 
little hillocks. The statues of Meilha Gualpo, the androgyne Lord ' 
of the Salam anders or the Genii of A ir, look like this “ sp h in x ;” 
but her lower body is lost in clouds, not fish, and she is not beati-' 
tiful, only symbolical. Fisherwom en do use soles alone, like the 
sandals, and they all wear fur caps. T h at’s a l l ; w ill this do? But ‘ 
do write it out. Yours ever,

H. P. B.

W u r z b u r g ,  D e c e m b e r  (som ething), 1885.
M y  d e a r  C o n s p i r a t o r  : 1— Glad to receive from your letter su ch . 

an emanation of true holiness. I too wanted to write to y o u ; tried 
several times and — failed. Now I can. The dear Countess 
Wachtmeister is with me, and copies for me, and does what she 
can in helping, and the first five minutes I have of freedom I 
utilize them by answering your letter. Now, as you know, I 
also am occupied with m y book. It took possession of me (the 
epidemic of w riting) and crept on “ with the silent influence of 
the itch ,” as Olcott elegantly expresses it —  until it reached the 
fingers of m y right hand, got possession of m y brain— carried

1 H .P .B .  u s e d  to  c a l l  m e  in  fu n  h e r  “ c o n s p i r a t o r ”  o r  “ c o n f e d e r a t e ,”  b e c a u s e  th e  
s t u p id i t y  o f  c e r t a in  p e r s o n s  w e n t  so  f a r  a s  to  a c c u s e  m e  o f  h a v i n g  e n t e r e d  in to  a  l e a g u e  
w ith  h e r  f o r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  c h e a t in g  m y s e l f .— H .



me off completely into the region of the occult.1 I have w rit
ten in a fortnight more than aoo pages (of the Isis shape and 
size). I w rite day and night, and now feel sure that my Secret 
Dottrine shall be finished this— no, not this— year, but the next. 
I have refused your help, I have refused Sinnett’s help and that 
of everyone else. I did not feel like w riting— now I do. I am 
permitted to give out for each chapter a page out of the Book of 
Dzyan— the oldest document in the world, of that I am sure— 
and to comment upon and explain its symbology. I think really 
it shall be worth something, and hardly here and there a few lines 
of dry fadts from Isis. It is a completely new work.

. My “ satellite,’” 1 I do not need him. H e is plunged to his neck 
in the fascinations of Elberfeld, and is flirting in the regular style 
with the Gebhardt fam ily. T h ey  are dear people and are very kind 
to him. The “ darling M rs. Oakley "  has shown herself a brick—  
unless done to attradt attention and as a coup d 'ita t  in the bon
net business. But I shall not slander on m ere speculation; I do 
think she has adted courageously and honorably; I send you the 
P a ll M a ll  to read and to return if  you p lease; take care of the 
paper. . . .

Thanks for photo. Shall I send a like one to your “ darlin g” ? 
She is mad with me however. Had a letter from R odha; she 
swears she never said to “ D arlin g”  or the he Darling either, that 
I had “ abused them to the H indus.”

T o  have never existed, good friend, is assuredly better. But 
once we do exist we must not do as the Servian soldiers did 
before the invincible Bulgarians or our bad Karm a, we must not 
desert the post of honor entrusted to us. A  room m ay be always 
had at W urzburg; but shall you find yourself contented for a 
long time with it ? Now the Countess is with me, and I could 
not offer you anything like a bed, since we two occupy the bed
room ; but even if you were here, do you think you would not go 
fidgeting again over your fate? Ah, do keep quiet and wait — 
and try to fe e l  once in your life —  and then do not come at night, 
as you did two nights ago, to frighten the Countess out of her wits. 
Now you did materialize very neatly this time, you did.’ Quite so.

Yours in the great fear of the year 1886—  nasty number.
H. P. B.

(  To be continued.)

1 T h i s  w a s  in  a n s w e r  to  a  le t t e r  in  w h ic h  I  c o m p la in e d  o f  th e  i r r e s i s t ib le  im p u ls e  t h a t  
c a u s e d  m e  to  w r i t e  b o o k s , v e r y  m u c h  a g a i n s t  m y  in c l in a t io n , a s  I  w o u ld  h a v e  p r e f e r r e d  
t o  d e v o t e  m o r e  t im e  to  u s e l f - d e v e lo p m e n t .” — H .

9 B a b a je e .
9 I  k n o w  n o th in g  a b o u t  i t .— H .



YUGAS.

I n  r e a d i n g  Theosophical literature one is often confronted by 
the words M ahayuga, Kaliyuga, M anvantara, Kalpa, etc.
No doubt all of the older members of the T .S . are perfectly 

fam iliar with the words and their meaning, but it may be of help 
to recent members, or those who have not time or opportunity to 
dig down into ancient eastern chronology, to see the principal 
points clearly set forth.

It  has been taught that there was no true understanding of 
the stellar or solar system until the time of Copernicus, some 
four hundred years ago, but to any student it is evident he built 
his system upon that of the Pythagorean school of two thousand 
years before. T he Chinese have some astronomical annals, which 
they claim go back about 3000 years B .C .; they do not record much 
but comets and eclipses, and many of their predictions of the latter 
cannot be verified by modern calculations.

The Egyptians taught astronomy to the Greeks, and they no 
doubt had very  close knowledge of the solar system ; their year 
was of 365 days, with methods of correcting. Although they 
have le ft us no observations, the north and south position of the 
Pyram ids has led to a supposition that the Egyptians used them 
for astronomical purposes. The Zodiac of Denderah is one of 
their relics, and it is worth noting that upon it the equinoCtial 
points are in the sign of Leo. I f  it was constructed at that time, 
it would carry us back nearly 10,000 years.

The Chaldeans, according to Diodorus, had long observed the 
motion of the heavenly bodies, as well as eclipses; they had the 
metonic period, or cycle of 19 years, also three other astronomical 
cycles, the Saros of 3600 years, the Neros 600 and the Sosos of 
60 years. Sim plicius and Porphyry relate that a series of 
eclipses, preserved at Babylon, were transmitted by A lexander to 
Aristotle and contained the observations of 1903 years preced
ing the conquest of Babylon by the Macedonians, and although 
crude, they were sufficiently correCt to enable H ailey to discover 
the acceleration of the Moon’s mean motion. There have also 
been discovered in the ruins of Palenque, among the Toltecs and 
Aztecs, planispheres, on one of which were inscribed symbolical 
figures corresponding nearly to the signs on the Chinese plani
spheres, and (Humbolt) “ that the name of the first day is also the 
name of Water, and that the symbol consists of undulating lines



sim ilar to that of Aquarius in the Egyptian  and Greek Zodiacs.
T h e Hindus have possessed astronomical knowledge for thous

ands of years, and their calculations to-day are found to be singu
larly  corredt; the question in regard to them is, whether an 
astronomical system  of advanced character, which certainly was 
found among them, is as old as they assert it to be. It is claimed 
that they m ay have obtained their knowledge from the Arabians or 
Egyptians; but, on the other hand, the rem arkable correctness of 
their tables, and the known character of the people in question, 
whose advances in mathematics cannot be doubted, and whose 
habits have throughout recorded history induced them to repel 
all conjteCtion with foreigners, are urged in favor of the originality 
of theiVsystem . We have th e ir  calendars annexed to the Vedas, 
which date back according to Colebrooke 1400 years B .C . They 
include a solar year of 365 days and are so composed as to deter
mine it correCtly. The Zodiac of Vereapettah and that described 
by Sripeti in the Sanskrit, are believed to be older than Den- 
derah. (Sir William Jones.)

The “ Bones of N apier,”  an ingenious instrument used in 
m aking long calculations, before the discovery of logarithms, 
was used in a slightly different form by the Hindus long before.

A s with nations of the present, the Hindus referred to two 
principal meridians, Lanca and Ram issuram. Lanca is supposed 
to have been an island (no longer existing) under the equator, 
somewhat southwest of the island of Ceylon. It was one of the 
four cities, Yavacoti, Lanca, Bornacoti, and Siddhapuri, which 
are supposed to lie under the equator 90 deg. distant from each 
other. Ram issuram  is a small island situated between Ceylon 
and the continent of India at the entrance of Palks passage in 
the straits of Manaar. It is famous for its ancient Pagoda and 
Observatory. The meridian of Lanca is supposed to run through 
two other towns on the continent of India, Sanahita-saras and 
Avanti, now Oogein. The Shastras state that “ in the north on 
the same meridian as Lanca there are two other cities, Avanti- 
■Rohitaca (the mountain) and Sannihita-saras, which in form er times 
were the seats of colleges and observatories.”  I mention these 
faCts sim ply to show the possession by the Hindus from remote 
times of an extensive knowledge of mathematics and astronomy. 
W e now come to their division of time.

The Tam il solar year is sidereal, i.e., the space of time during 
which the Sun departing from a star returns to it again. Their 
Zodiac is divided into 12 signs, or mansions, Mesha, Vrisha, Mid- 
huna, et al., corresponding to our A ries, Taurus,- Gemini, etc.



Each solar month contains as m any days and parts of days as the 
sun stays in each sign. T h ey divide the year into s ix  seasons, 
called Ritu, in the Sanskrit, of two months each, the first of 
which, Chaitram or Vaisacha, corresponds to our April. The 
Saran or natural day is the time included between two consecutive 
sun risings. T h e names of the days are as follow s:

1. Sunday R avi Sun .
2. Monday Soma Moon
3. Tuesday M angala Mars
4. W ednesday Bhuda M ercury
5. Thursday Guru ■ Ju p ite r— also

Teacher’s day.
6. Friday Sucra Venus
7. Saturday Sani Saturn.
T h ey also divided time into a number of cycles or yugas, the

meaning of which has been interpreted in various w ays; the 
most accepted holds that the word yug, or yuga, properly means 
the conjunftion or opposition of one or more planets. It is 
generally used however to express long periods of years at the 
expiration of which certain phenomena occur. It is probably 
more particularly referred to the revolution of Jupiter, one of 
whose years is about twelve of ours, five revolutions or sixty 
years being equal to a Vrihaspati chacra or cycle (literally  a 
wheel) of Jupiter. In  this Vrihaspati cycle there are contained 
five other cycles of twelve years each. The names of these five 
cycles or yugas are:

1. Sam vatsara Presided over by A gn i
2. Parivatsara “  A rea
3. Iduratsara “  Chandra
4. Anuvatsara “  Brahm a
5. U dravatsara “  S iva
The use of these yugs is prehistoric, at least to outsiders.
In each M ahayug, reckoning from the past, we have four 

lesser yugs, as follows:
or Golden age 
or S ilver age 
or Brazen age 
or Iron age

1. Satya yug
2. T reta yug
3. D vapar yug
4. K ali yug

1.728.000 years
1.296.000 years

864.000 years
432.000 years

4,320,000 yearsSo that a M ahayug consists of 
The sun performs 4,320,000 Bag-hanas, or sidereal revolutions, 

in a Mahayug,
There are also the Ayanas, or librations of equinoftial points, 

6dt> in a Mahayug.



A  K a lp a  consists of iooo M ahayugs, or 4,320,000,000 years, 
w hich K a lp a  is  also called a “ D ay  of B ra h m a ”  ( S .D . ii, 308). 
In  m a k in g  up the K a lp a  w e h ave, first, a tw ilight, or Sandhya, 
equal to the S a ty a  y u g  of 1,728,000 y e a rs ; second, fourteen 
M anvantaras of 308,448,000 years  each, all of w hich together 
m ake up the K a lp a. E ach  M anvantara  is  presided over by  a 
patriarch , or M anu, the nam es o f which I omit. We are liv in g  in 
the seventh  M anvantara (presided over b y  the patriarch  V aivas- 
vata), of which tw enty-seven  M ah ayu gs h ave  passed. So  if  one 
desires to know exadtly  w here he is a long the “ P ilg rim ag e  of the 
E g o ”  the fo llow in g schem e w ill place h im :

Sandhi, or T w ilig h t of K a lp a  1,728,000 years
S ix  M anvantaras 1,850,688,000 years
T w en ty-seven  M ah ayugs 116 ,640,000 yeats
T h e  S a ty a  y u g =  to Sand hi 1,728,000 years
T h e  T re ta  y u g  1,296,000 years
T h e  D vap ara  y u g  864,000 years
O f K a li y u g  up to A p ril n t h , 1895 4,997 years
T h e  b eginn ing of the K a lp a  w as the tim e w hen p lan etary  

m otion began. O f this tim e, 17,064,000 years  w ere spent or 
em ployed in creation, at the end o f which m an appeared.

I t  w ill b e seen from  the abo ve that the first 5000 years  of our 
K a li y u g  w ill exp ire  A p ril n t h , 1898.

D o w e  look fo r an y m anifestations?
A . J .  V o s b u r g h ,  M .D .

SOME VIEW S OF AN ASIATIC .1

You a s k  m e w hat is m y b elie f about “ re in carn ation .”  W ell, 
as it is a  com plicated question, I  m ust g iv e  you a  plain 
statem ent o f m y fu ll belief. T o  begin  w ith, I  am  a  P a n 

theist. I  believe that the w hole universe is God. Y o u  m ust, how 
ever, w ell understand that the w ord “ G o d ”  does not convey to 
m e any m eaning attached to that w ord b y  the W esterns. W hen 
I  say  “ G o d ”  I  understand it to be nature or un iverse, and no 
m ore. T h ere fo re  I  m ight m ore appropriately  be called  a  “ nat
uralist. ”  T o  m y m ind there is no possib ility  of the existence of 
an extra-cosm ical D eity . F o r if  there w ere, the harm ony or

1 T a k e n  fro m  a  p r iv a te  le tte r  to W illia m  Q. J u d g e ,  F .T .S . ,  re c e iv e d  in  1878-9, a n d  first 
p u b lish e d  in th e Piatonist. *



equilibrium  of nature could not be preserved , and the whole, in 
stead o f bein g one harm onious whole, would be a T o w er of Babel. 
T h is h arm ony can be kept on ly b y  the w orking of the im m utable 
law s of N ature. A n d  if  th$ law s of nature be im m utable, th ey 
m ust be blind, and require no gu id in g  h an d .1 H ence the ex ist
ence of an extra-cosm ical D eity  is  im possible. T h is  is, as fa r  as I 
can understand, the ch ief teach ing and principle of A ry a n  ph ilos
ophy. A s  the position is logical, I m ust accept it in preference 
to the Sem itic theory, which rests on blind faith  alone.

Som e o f the Pantheists recognize the existence of two distinct 
entities, viz ., M atter and Sp irit. B u t th in kin g deeply over the 
subjedt has lead me to the conclusion that th eir position is not 
quite lo g ic a l; for, as fa r  as I can understand, th ere can be but one 
Infin ite entity  and not two. C all it either m atter or sp irit, but it 
is one and the sam e. Who can say  that this is sp irit and that 
m atter? T a k e  an instance: Ice  is  a g ro ss form  of m atter. I f  a 
little rarified  it w ill be w ater, which is still m atter. H igh er 
still it is vap o r; still m atter. H igh er, g a s ; it is still m atter. 
F u rth er it becom es ether, but it is still m a tter ; and then you m ay go 
on a d  in fin itum . T h u s becom ing m ore and m ore sublim ated, it w ill 
reach its c lim ax b y  the w ay  of spiritualization. B ut still it does 
not becom e nothing. F o r  if  it  does, there m ust com e a tim e 
when the w hole un iverse w ill be nothing. I f  it  is so, it is  not 
in.t;nite, as it has an end. I f  it has an end, it must h ave had a 
beg in n in g ; if  it had a beginning, it m ust h ave been created ; and 
thus we m ust assum e the existence of an extra-cosm ical D eity, 
which, as said above, is  ntft logical. T h en  we thus log ically  find 
that this h igh est sublim ated form  of m atter cannot be nothing. 
In this case m atter has reached that clim ax  of sublim ation or 
spiritualization, when any furth er adtion w ould m ake it grosser, 
not finer. W hat is com m only understood b y  the w ord sp irit, then, 
is nothing but that h igh ly  etherealized form  of m atter which we, 
with our finite senses, cannot com prehend. B u t it  is  still m atter, 
inasm uch as it  is still som ething and liab le  to be grosser.

T h ere  is  then only one eternal infinite existence, call it either 
sp irit or m atter. I w ill, how ever, call it b y  the latter name, as 
that is  m ost suited in its com m on understanding for w hat I am 
to state. M atter, as you know, w e call M a y a . Som e say  that 
th is th ing does not re a lly  e x ist ; but I do not agree to that. In 
m y opinion it is called M aya sim ply on account o f  these tra n sfo rm a 
tions. I t  is n ever steady. T h e process is  ever w orking. T h e

1 A llo w a n c e  m u st b e  m a d e a l l  th ro u g h  fo r  a  la c k  o f com p lete k n o w le d g e  o f th e E n g lis h  
la n g u a g e . W h at is  h e re  m ean t is  th at th e  in h eren t im p u lse  a c ts  a c c o rd in g  to  its  ow n 
la w s  w ith o u t a n y  extra»cosm ic  p o w e r  m ed d lin g  w ith  it  a s  a  g u id e .— E d i t o r .



one infinite agglom eration  o f m atter is in som e of its modes be
com ing grosser, w hile in others becom ing m ore sublim ated. T h e  
circle is ever tu rn ing its round. N oth in g goes out of that circle. 
E v e ry th in g  is kept w ithin its bounds by the aCtion of the cen
tripetal and centrifugal forces. T h e  fo r m s  are changing, but the 
inn er substance rem ains the same.

Y o u  w ill a sk : “ W hat is the use o f being good or b ad ; our 
souls in proper tim e w ill be eth erealized ?”  B u t w hat is a soul? Is  
it m aterial or im m aterial? W ell, it is m aterial fo r m e, and there 
is nothing im m aterial, as said above. A s  fa r  as I can think, it is 
an agglom eration  o f a ll the attributes togeth er w ith that som e
th in g w hich g iv e s  us the consciousness that w e are. B u t in the 
case of the ice, it w as not sublim ated until touched by heat. T h e  
centripetal force w as strong in its aCtion, and it required  the cen
trifu ga l force to refine the ice. Ju s t  so w ith man. T h e  aCtion 
of the centripetal force keeps us to our gross form s, and if w e 
h ave to etherealize ourselves* we m ust supply  the cen trifu gal 
force, which is our w ill. A n d  this is the first principle of Oc
cultism . W e m ust study and know the forces o f nature. E v e ry  
resu lt m ust be in proportion to the cause producing it. W e are
ev ery  instant em ittin g and attractin g atom s of m atter. N ow , a  
person who is not an occultist w ill have various desires, and 
unconsciously to h im self he w ill produce a cause which w ill at
tract to him such atom s of m atter as are not suited for his h igh er 
progress. T h e  sam e w ay, w hen he is em itting others, he m ay 
g iv e  them such a  tendency that th ey w ill m ix  w ith  others e v illy  
inclined ; and thus other ind ividualities, which are thus form ed, 
w ill h ave to su ffer fo r no fau lt of theirs. B u t an occultist direCts 
both. H e is the m aster of the situation. H e gu id es them , and 
b y  know ing their aCtion he produces such conditions as are  fav o r
able to his obtain ing of “ N irv a n a .”

B ut w hat is N ir v a n a ?  B y  N irvan a  I m ean a  state, and not 
a locality. I t  is that condition in which w e are so etherealized 
that instead of being m erely  a  mode of the Infin ite E xisten ce , as 
at present, w e are m erged in totality , or w e becom e the whole. 
A n oth er th ing about the advanced occultist is that he is in a bet
ter position to benefit hum anity.

T h e  particles of w hich I am form ed have a lw ays ex isted ; yet 
I do not know  in w hat form  th ey  existed before. P rob ab ly  they 
have passed through billions of transform ations.a W hy do I not

1 I t  is  sa id  th a t B u d d h a  a tta in e d  to N ir v a n a  b e fo re  he le ft  th is  earth , h en ce he w a s  
a lw a y s  fr e e .— E d i t o r .

2 T h a t  a ll the p a rtic le s  o f th e m a tte r  o f o u r u n iv e rse  h a v e  p a sse d  th ro u g h  m illio n s  
o f tra n sfo rm a tio n s , a n d  b een  in e v e r y  so rt o f  fo rm , is  a n  o ld  a sse rt io n  o f th e A d ep ts .



know these ? Because I  did not supply the force that would have 
prevented  the disintegration of m y in d iv id u a lity .1 I w ill, i f  I 
attain N irvan a, rem ain there till the aiStion o f the force that 
put m e there ceases; the e ffe ft  being a lw ays in proportion to the 
cause. T h e  law  of Exhaustion  m ust assert itse lf .3

In passing through this process of etherealization, you all 
a long g iv e  a  certain  tendency to the particles of w hich you are 
com posed. T h is  tendency w ill a lw ays assert i t s e lf ; and thus in 
e v e ry  cycle , or reincarnation , you  w ill h ave the sam e advan tages 
w hich you- can a lw ays utilize to soon be free, and b y rem ain in g 
lon ger in the N irvan a  state than the gen era lity  o f hum anity, you are 
com parative ly  fre e .3 So  e v e ry  consciousness, which has been 
once fu lly  developed, m ust disintegrate, if  not preserved  b y  the 
purity  of its successive E g o s  till the N irvan a  state is attained. 
N ow  I believe that the fu ll developm ent o f m y consciousness as 
K rish n a  is possible only on this ea rth ,4 and therefore i f  I  die 
before that is done I m ust be reborn here. I f  I  reach the N ir 
vana state, even  though I am  in another body, I shall know m y
se lf as K rish n a.

N ow  I suppose this is sufficient for you. It is difficult to put 
such ideas on paper. Such th ings are to be understood intu i
tionally. *  *  *

THEOSOPHY AND MODERN SOCIAL PROBLEMS/

W e  a r e  in an age of industrialism  and individual self-assert
iveness, and m any are the problem s that confront us for 
solution. Q uestions o f Religion* Philosophy, Politics, 

Capital, P roperty, L ab or, M arriage, A dm inistration o f human-

H .P .B . in  /sis  U nveiled, an d  th e Secret D octrine  po in ts th is  o u t a s  sh o w in g  how  th e A d e p t 
m a y  use m atter, an d  it w il l  a lso  b e a r  upon th e p ro tean  sh a p es th e a s tra l m a tte r  m a y  
a ssu m e .—E d i t o r .

1 T h is  w o rd  is  u sed  to  m ean  th e p e rso n a lit ie s ; the p erso n  in a n y  b irth . S in ce  th e 
le t te r  w &s w ritten , in d iv id u a lity  is  m uch  u sed  to  m ean  the in d e stru ctib le  p a r t .—E D IT O R .

8 I f  th is  b e r ig h t —-an d  I  a g r e e  w ith  it  — N irv a n a  h as  to  com e to  an  end, ju s t  a s  D e v a 
ch an  m u st'; a n d  b e in g  en ded , th e in d iv id u a l m ust re tu rn  to  som e m a n ifested  p lan e  or 
w o r ld  fo r  fu r th e r  w o rk .— E d i t o r .

3 T h e  co m p ariso n  m a d e is  w ith  the g e n e ra l ru n  o f m en  in  a ll  ra ces . T h e y  a re  not 
fre e  a t  a n y  tim e. In  the w r ite r ’s  opin ion  th e re  is  a  ce rta in  am ou n t o f freed o m  in  b e in g  
in  N ir v a n a ;  b u t h e r e fe r s  to  o th er an d  secre t d o ctrin es  w hich  h e does not e x p la in .— 
E d i t o r .

* T h is  h a s  a lw a y s  b een  acce p te d , th at o n ly  on ea rth  co u ld  w e  u n ify  th e g re a t  poten 
tia l tr in ity  in each , so th at w e  a re  co n scio u s o f the union , a n d  th a t w h en  th at is  done, an d  
not b efo re , w e  m a y  triu m p h  o v e r  a ll  illu sio n s, w h eth er o f n am e or fo rm , p lace  o r  tim e, 
o r  a n y  o th er.— E d i t o r .

6 R e a d  b efo re  the A r y a n  T .S . ,  A p r il, 1894, b y  E . A u g . N eresh eim er.



m ade law , social life , all these are subjects of interest in the 
in terch ange betw een man and m an, w hich m ight en gage the 
attention of the th ou g h tfu l; but in the contest of em ulation and 
in  the absence of w illingness to subm it ind ividual in terests to the 
social body, serious consideration is  not g iven  to these im portant 
m atters.

T h e  question m ost difficult of solution appears to be that 
re la tin g  to the inequalities of possessions. W ealth and poverty  
a re  the crudest of opposites w e m eet w ith in our social l i f e ; they 
p ress forw ard  most u n relentingly, hence they claim  so much of 
o u r attention. In  the aCtive rush  for personal advantage it is 
h ard ly  ev er considered that there is  no need for such m addening 
d isp lay  of en ergy, for m other nature provid es abundantly for 
a ll ;  no w ant of food or clothing needs to ex ist, but for proper 
in terch an ge of effort, the artificial desires-that have grow n out of 
the tendencies in our civilization and the w aste which is  conse
quent thereupon prevent a la rg e  num ber of people from  en joyin g 
th eir proper share o f the natural g ifts.

T h ose who h ave the advantage b y  w a y  of intellect and en e rg y  
o ver others not so endowed are la rg e ly  addicted to and use th eir 
e ffo rts for self-interest, w ithout consideration fo r others.

M uch pleasure m ay be gotten from  efforts used in this w ise, 
but less satisfaction is derived  from  it than is  gen era lly  supposed. 
N o  sooner than m aterial prosperity  is  obtained, that is, when the 
point is  reached which w as supposed at the start to com pletely 
fill one’s horizon of wants, the point w ill be found to have tra v 
e lled  onward in the ratio of one’s acquisitions or fa ste r ; the 
bountifu l possession, once so coveted, is considered a sm all pos
session, too m uch to starve  but too little  to live , m ore is  wanted. 
I  h ave  seen m en reach out with great strides fo r w ealth, have 
seen them  g e t it a fte r  expenditure of unrem itting effort w orthy 
o f  a better objeCt, and a fte r they had it, th ey wanted either m ore 
o r som ething else, fam e, society, culture, an yth in g that w as 
supposed to g iv e  them  satisfaction. W ealth n ever g a ve  it them 
in  the m easure that th ey expeCted. T h e y  found a fter all that it 
d id  not increase th eir inner worth or self-respeCt, nor did it m ake 
them  one w hit happier or w iser.

T h e  contest fo r possessions is gen era l and v e ry  fierce, but few  
succeed, and the proportion of those who do not succeed is a larm 
in g . T h e  distribution of w ealth  in this country according to a 
recent account is  about as fo llo w s: 3 1,000  m en are reputed to 
possess one h a lf of the w ealth  upon w hich sixty-five  m illions of 
persons depend for existence, and the g re a ter part of the other



h alf is  ow ned b y  a sm all additional fraction o f the population, 
lea v in g  the vast num erical m ajority  of the nation w ithout an y 
considerable stake in the country. T h is  proportion of accum ulation 
into few  hands w ill grow  m ore from  yea r to year, ow in g to the 
w ays now in vogue and the g re a t success of organized capital, 
tru sts and corporations. N eedless to say  that this w ill produce 
dissatisfadtion am ong the less favo red  m ajority.

A n oth er feature in th is age o f m aterial industrial developm ent 
is the progress that has been m ade in inventions w hich produced 
the lab or-savin g m achines. Much w as expedted from  this pro
g re ss : it w as supposed that in course o f tim e it w ould resu lt in 
m aking life  easy, com fortable and happy, but this has not so 
happened. T h rough  the great num ber of m achines now in use 
a  much la rg e r  quantity  o f goods is produced than could h ave  
been m ade by h an d ; but w ith a ll the im provem ents th ey h ave not 
reduced the w ork of m en, on the contrary, we a ll h ave to w ork 
m ore now  than ever, the m erchant, agricu lturist, artisan, m echanic 
and laborer. O ur w ants h ave increased w ith the cheapening of 
pr#dudts fa r  beyond the producing and cheapening capacity  of 
the m achines. T h e  hours for da ily  labor h ave been reduced 
som ew hat, com pelled by strikes and w ork ingm en ’s agitations, but 
now in place of that the undivided attention o f ev ery  w orker is 
req u ired  feed in g  the m ach ines; he h as to slave and scrape w orse 
than ev er to eke out an existence fo r him self. T h is  state o f th ings 
has not yet reached its clim ax, and ere the fo lly  o f such endeavor 
is seen it has to gro w  m uch worse.

A n  exam ination into the a ffa irs of com m ercial and financial 
institutions g iv e s  us neither a v e ry  h igh  estim ate o f real progress 
and stab ility  in that diredtion. D isturbances like the panic of 
1893 w hich overtake us e v e ry  once in a w hile rem ind us fo rcib ly  
o f the insecurity  of even  these attradtive and respedtable look
in g  ventures. R ecen tly  w ithin a period o f e ight m onths one s ixth  
of the entire ra ilroad  enterprise of this country w ent into bank
ruptcy, in vo lv in g  the sum of $ 1,750 ,000,000. B ank fa ilu res a g g re 
gated  in the am ount o f $500,000,000. T h e  whole com m ercial 
com m unity w as shaken to the core, the flim siness o f foundation 
o f our industrial concerns w as disclosed; the most w idespread 
distress prevailed  am ong the w orking classes, 6,000,000 o f w ork
m en, in round num bers, w ere out of work. T h is  la rg e  num ber o f 
unem ployed represen ts one tenth o f the entire population o f the 
U .S . and a m uch la rg e r  proportion am ong the w ork ing classes 
them selves. W hen such d isasters as these can take place o v e r  
n igh t it is  quite certain that our civilization is not founded upon



a  v e ry  secure b asis : in cold faCt, the present m ethods do not 
afford the happiness to hum an bein gs all around that m ight be 
expected  from  so m uch expenditure o f en ergy. E v e n  in the v e ry  
best o f tim es (so  called) there is a lw ays discontent, p articu larly  
am ong the low er classes, a lw ays a chronic state of the w ant of 
em ploym ent, strikes and strife, suicides, m urder, im m orality, 
ch eatin g and crim inality.

Com parison of the prevalence of crim e am ong w estern  people 
and the natives in a  country which has not yet been totally de
voured by the m onster of our sham  civilization, show s ve ry  
un favorab ly  fo r  the W esterns. S tatistics furnished b y  a  Rom an 
Catholic organ  in 1888 regard in g  the proportions of crim inality  
of the severa l classes in Ind ia  states these faCts:

European s re g ister one crim inal in ev ery  274 persons.
E urasian s “  509 persons.
N ative  C hristians “  799 persons.
M oham etans “  856 persons.
H indoos “  13 6 1 persons.
Buddhists “  3787 persons.
T h e  last item  is a  m agnificent tribute to Buddhism , and it 

show s furtherm ore that a  sim pler mode o f life  is productive 
am ong the people of obedience to law  and social regulations.

N ow  as to the rem edies that h ave been su ggested  b y  various 
system s' and reform  organizations fo r the a llev iation  of social 
ev ils, w hat do we see? M uch w ell-m eaning efforts, but only sm all 
results. C h ristian ity  and Socialism , A narchism , N ationalism  and 
m any other societies and corporations; m ost all of them  have 
som e praClical va lu e and succeed in am eliorating and palliatin g  ev ils 
to som e extent, but not one of them  appears to reach to the root.

C hristian ity, whose eth ics are m atchless fo r beau ty  and truth, 
can n ever succeed to stay  the tendencies of p erverse  hum an 
nature. Its  ethics alone without a  basis for them  in philosophy 
do not touch the intellect. M an ’s m oral nature is  not yet suffici
en tly  developed so that he could re ly  on h is ethical im pulses 
so le ly  —  this age being m oreover an in tellectual o n e — the system  
o f C hristian ity  does not reach around to encom pass the hum an 
being in its entirety.

In one w ay  or another som e one-sidedness or insufficiency of 
philosophical basis is the shortcom ing of m ost a ll re form atory  
m ovem ents except T h eosophy, w hose doCtrines take cognizance 
a lik e  of all the com posite qualities and states o f m an, latent or 

•aCtive, from  the sp iritual dow n through the psychic, the m ental, 
the m oral, the in tellectual, to the physical.



Socialism  is a  theory of reform  w hose ethics are n early  
identical w ith those of C hristian ity, and it contem plates an entire 
reconstruction of society b y  a  m ore equitable and ju st distribution 
of property  and labor. B u t this is m erely  m echanical. T h e  
incipient lo fty  concept of Socialism  how ever has a lread y  deter
iorated to revo lu tion ary  m aterialism ; som e of its advocates, under 
the gu ise of h igh  m oral dodtrine, h ave m ore in v iew  the equal 
distribution of w ealth  than the equal distribution of labor, and 
through its v u lg a r  exponents the intention has been sounded that 
reform s m ay be accom plished b y violence. T h is  la tter how ever 
can n ever be, that is, reform  would not be established in that 
w ay. No sooner than riot and revolution would have levelled  
present conditions to an equality , and things began to assum e to 
righ t th em selves on a  new basis, those who w ere possessed o f the 
greater en e rg y  and intelligence would, b y  reason of their un
changed nature and abilities, go on as they did b efo re ; they 
would soon usurp the m astery  again , and du ring the loose state 
o f law  adm inistration then ensuing, th ey would have m ore pow er 
than before.- On the other hand, if  those who had n ever had a 
chance before did succeed, they would also use their pow er as 
m uch as they could for th eir own ends. H um an nature is selfish 
at this present tim e. T h ere  is no use denying it, and so long 
as m an is known not to be content w ithout desiring his n eigh b or’s 
possessions, the tim e for equal distribution o f property  h as not 
com e. A n y  reform  therefore to be fa r  reach in g and lastin g 
m ust take cognizance of m an ’s com posite qualities and then 
eleCt a  w ay  to change them , out of w hich m ay grow  a desirable 
ch ange of conditions. T h is, socialism , as at present outlined, 
does not do.

A n arch ism  is another one-sided device which prom ises the 
ideal perfection by sim ply  tu rn in g th ings upside down. T h e 
pure doCtrine of anarchy, that men m ay ru le  them selves w ithout 
restrictions of law  or organized governm ent —  though true and a 
state of existence v e ry  m uch to be desired— presupposes again  a 
condition o f hum an advancem ent in  toto, w hich is  unthinkable 
w ithout com plete transform ation of our m oral nature. N a tio n a l
ism , the latest society-regenerating invention, proposes to provide 
happiness fo r all hum an beings by  the adm inistration by g o ve rn 
m ent of our industrial enterprises, w ithout tak in g  into account 
the questions and problem s of unfit hum an nature. T h ese  m ake
sh ifts  do not go  to the bottom of the trouble, as we can read ily  
see. W hat conclusions do w e reach then b y a p p ly in g  theosoph
ical concepts w ith a  view  to a  solution of social problem s?



W e h ave to ask first, h ave  w e an yth in g  new  to teach? T h e 
an sw er is no! O ur teachings and lessons are derived  from  the 
book of nature. W hile w e recognize that this civilization has 
furnished us w ith the greatest am ount o f m aterial com fort, which 
in the estim ation of m any people is  quite worth the h avin g , it is 
also  certain that it has not furnished us w ith the desired ad van ce
m ent and happiness fo r all, and that the expenditure of en ergy  in 
the dire6tion o f industrialism  alone m ust be abandoned, b u t— what 
is to be substituted? T h e  innate a6 liv ity  of the hum an m ind com 
pels som ething equ ally  fasc in atin g ; nothing short o f an ideal that 
fills m an ’s nature to the fu ll m ay be expe6led to h ave an y  degree 
of success w hatsoever. I f  a  return  to a  life  o f g re a ter sim plicity 
is  to be accom plished, it m ust be enriched with nobler aspirations, 
w ith opportunities fo r the d isp lay  o f en e rg y  for a  m ore desirable 
purpose. A n  ideal other than w ealth  and m aterial com fort even 
g re a ter than arts and sciences m ust be furn ished to attract the 
hum an m ind, and this w ill be found in nothing short of the 
know ledge o f m an ’s intim ate co n n exio n  w ith the w hole cosmos, 
the capability  o f realization o f the possib ility  of infinite unfold
m ent o f his own spiritual nature. In  this particu lar the T h eo 
sophical m ovem ent has a  definite m ission b y  the prom ulgation of 
the ideas and tenets of the E soteric  Philosophy, w hich ideas go 
to the v e ry  root o f life-problem s.

T h e  fundam ental tenet of Theosophy, that un ity  underlies all 
m anifestation, that harm ony and equilibrium  m ay be obtained b y  
m akin g the unit subservient to the whole, is founded on natural 
law  and brings hom e once again  the ideal of Brotherhood to 
hum anity, this tim e accom panied b y elucidations of fa6ls and 
data from  the eld er B rothers o f the race who are  fa r  in  advance 
.of us on the Path  tow ards its realization. W ithin the' ranks of 
the Theosophical m ovem ent is to be form ed the nucleus fo r such 
union on the hum an plane, no m atter how  sm all, fo llow ing the 
steps indicated b y  the eld er B ro th e rs ; the philosophy of service 
and renunciation is to be learned fo llow in g but n ature ’s own law s. 
A ll  organization and cooperation m eans g iv in g  up o f individual 
interests. T h e  proper com prehension o f this principle and its 
u n iversal application w ill provide a  scientific basis fo r ethics, g iv 
in g  im pulse to useful adtion, recognition and perform ance o f one’s 
own proper d u tie s ; that accom plished, problem s so lve them selves.

A ll  n atu re  th rills w ith the im pulse o f unfoldm ent to h igh er 
type, beau ty  and perfedtion, and so does m an. W ith the aw ak
en ing o f self-consciousness m an n aturally  fa lls  to im itations, 
seledts h is m odel from  w hat to him  is  h is present ideal.



O bserve th^ serv in g  class, how th ey  try  to ape th eir m asters, 
the m erchant to attain to unim peachable in tegrity , the soldier, 
the statesm an to exercise valor, diplom acy, prow ess and heroism , 
the professional m an, the philosopher to realize the sublim e, 
dw ell in  abstract thought and flights o f m etaph ysics; a lw ays the 
sam e aspirations tow ards an ideal state.

E ach  serves again  in turn as m odel for those below  him . 
From  the h igh est in point o f intelledt em anate the influences th at 
touch class a fte r  class down to the v e ry  last. In  th is w a y  the 
dodtors of m aterialism  h ave  sw ayed the thoughts o f the m asses 
fo r the last fifty  years. E v en  the eastern countries h ave not 
escaped the fascin atin g g litte r o f intelledtualism , obscuring for 
the tim e b ein g  the sublim er tendencies o f these people. T h rou gh  
intelledtualism  we h ave gra d u a lly  broken a w ay  from  the science 
o f duty  and hum anitarianism .

I f  the influence o f the exam ple o f those in h igh  station per
colates down into such w ide ram ifications, how im portant then is 
the line of condudt of ev ery  one who occupies a  position superior 
to another.

T h e  im agin ary  standard o f our notion of justice is also la rg e ly  
responsib le fo r social e v ils ; the policy of resistance is  en tirely  out 
of accord w ith the ideal conception o f cosm os and u n iversa lity  
of law .

T h e policy of non-resistance inculcated b y  the dodtrine of 
anarchism  is  m uch to be desired. In  th is respedt it  is like that of 
T heosophy, but presupposes a much g re a ter state  o f perfedtion 
o f hum anity and a b elie f in a  law  of justice , retribution  and 
karm a. Society  assum es a d u ty  b y  exerc is in g  authority for 
punishm ent which is  not stridtly its own.

I t  is either a  truth  or an untruth that rig id  ju stice ru les the 
w orld, and i f  it be a truth , w hat need then of hum an agen cy  for 
adm in isterin g punishm ent? L e t  us h ave  our m inds at ease about 
this, e v e ry  offender w ill find his lim its soon enough, no one can 
disturb the harm ony b y  the sligh test w ron g doing, but he w ill 
get am ple p ay  from  the law , though this law  even be not of 
hum an m ake.

So  fa r  th is race is ga in in g  b y  experience slow ly. B y  hard 
knocks it h as to find the lim its of th is la w ; through pain and 
su fferin g  all a long the w earisom e jou rn ey  it w ill learn  that which 
m uch m ore qu ick ly  the race m ight acquire through philosophy.

A  gen eral acceptance of the dodtrine of karm a, which is a fte r 
a ll on ly  natural law , w ill b rin g  h um anity to the state w h ere  it 
w ill recognize its own best interests. N eith er talk nor prom ises,



negation  nor even re lig ions with purest ethics, nor isolated benev
olent institutions w ill avail so long as th ey are not founded on 
philosophy w hich teaches the unity of m an with the cosmos.

Theosophical dodtrine insists on a scientific-basis o f the p rac
tice  o f ethics. Incontrovertib le evidence is adduced from  the 
lab oratory  of nature to show the ideal foundations of cosm os and 
m an, the u n iversa lity  of law , the absolute n ecessity  for the coop
eration  of particles without w hich no organization could be su s
tained, and the deductions from  these prem ises are the rem edies 
sough t to be applied fo r the solution of a ll problem s, ind ividual 
a s  w ell as social. T h e  lesson to be learned from  the sm all lives, 
the m icrobes in our body, is direCtly applicable. E ach  cell 
h as its particu lar function, on the praCtice o f altru ism  b y these 
liv e s  depend our health, our grow th, our life . A s  long as the 
cooperation goes on in unison, harm ony is m ain ta in ed ; when they 
run riot aga in st their appointed w ork there is  disturbance. It is 
the sam e w ith the g re a t body of hum anity, in which each m an is  
a u n it; and in the exercise  of h is w ill, w hether he functions for 
good or fo r ill, so w ill he establish  harm ony or the reverse  in the 
sphere in w hich he lives. I f  w e look for fu rth er connection of 
units in the book of nature we find it even  in gross m atter. It  is 
w ell known that m atter in its essence is in d e stru ftib le ; the w hole 
m ass is in a constant state  of transform ation. From  this it fo l
low s that the stu ff that has been used b y  our forefath ers is  now 
used b y  us and w ill again  be used by our descendants, the whole 
o f it bein g incessantly  w orked over and over again , b earin g its 
im p ress of the last experience on its jou rn ey  through its evolution. 
T h e re  is thus a substantial com m union, in w hich ev ery  individual 
h as a share, and for w hich U n iversal Brotherhood is but another 
nam e. M an is bom  to a h igh  station. In  the plan o f the uni
verse  is outlined for him  a great m ission. T h e  whole ran ge of 
evolution below is  influenced b y  him.

T h e  id eals of Brotherhood are on ly the b egin n in g of m an ’s 
aw aken in g to a natural faCt, B ye  and bye  in the sw eep of cycles 
no doubt the w hole body of hum anity w ill reach that point of 
know ledge w here a perfeCt realization of these faCts w ill have 
becom e possible. I t  m ay take aeons of tim e; m eanw hile the duty 
d evo lves upon those w ho are beginn ing to fee l a budding in ter
est in such problem s, to liv e  a life , the exam ple o f which m ay 
be worth im itating, and point out the w ay to those below , 

. . h ow ever dim ly and lost am ong the host, as does the
e v e n in g  star  to those w ho tread th eir path  in darkness. ”  S ay s  
.the Voice o f  Ih e  S ilence  further, “ G ive  ligh t and com fort to “the



toiling p ilgrim , and seek out him who know s still less than th ou ; 
who in his w retch ed  desolation sits s tarv in g  for the bread  of 
W isdom  and the bread w hich feeds the shadow , w ithout a 
T eacher, hope or consolation, an d — let him h ear the L a w .”

TALKS ABOUT INDIAN BOOKS.
. vi.

TH E H YM N S O F  TH E R IG  V E D A ; VII.

In  l o o k i n g  over som e books that treat of the V ed ic  hym ns, I 
h ave  com e across a v e ry  p retty  passage, a passage the spirit 
o f w hich has the pecu liar and subtle charm  that sandtim onious 

b igotry  a lw ays carries with it ;  so deligh tfu l is it, that I cannot 
resist the tem ptation to quote it here. Its  position in San skrit 
literature is th is:

L o n g  a fte r  the V ed ic  ages had com e to an end, and also it 
w ould seem , long a fter the G reat W ar had been fought out, there 
cam e a tim e in In d ia ’s life  w hen all the learned men w ere sm itten 
w ith a lon gin g for system s o f rig idly-defined philosophy and sci
ence and logic, w here ev ery  word w as w eighed, with the resu lt 
that th eir books are ex trem ely  w e igh ty  read in g ,—  and the letter 
w as exalted  as a god, w hile the spirit, being one w ith  B rahm a 
and therefore self-subsistent, w as g e n era lly  le ft to take care of 
itself. T h ese  system -m akers grad u a lly  got th em selves divided up 
into h alf a dozen schools, w ho spent no little  tim e and en ergy  in 
d isp roving each o th er; and finally  each o f them  got th eir ideas 
w orked up into a bundle of m ost unreadable aphorism s or m em 
orial verses, which each fa ith fu l.p u p il of each school had to store 
up in his head, w hile hold ing in  his heart such apprehension of 
their m eaning as the fates and teachers m igh t graciously  allow . 
One of these bundles o f aphorism s is the S an k h ya  system  of 
K ap ila , which the B h a g a v a d  G ita  now and then ta lks about; 
another is P ata n ja li’s Y o g a , w ith w hich  the sam e “ Son gs o f the 
M a ste r”  are also occasionally preoccu pied ; fo r instance in the 
v e rse : “ B oys, not pundits, speak o f S an k h ya  and Y o g a  as d iffer
e n t,”  and in h alf a dozen passages m o re .1

T w o  other schools are the F o rm er and L a tte r  M im ansas, the 
teachings o f the la tte r bein g contained in the B rah m a S u tras  or 
V ed anta Sutras, on w hich  Sh an karach arya  has w ritten  a stupen
dous com m entary. T h e  S u tras o f Ja im in i the ritu a list are  busy

1 B hagavad G ita, ii, 39; iii, 3 ;  v ,  4 -5 ; x i i i ,  34; x v i i i ,  13. •



w ith the teach ings o f the Fortner M iniansa, w hich expouLd the 
W orks o f the L a w  which g re w  up round the V ed ic  hym ns, and
—  this is  also a m atter of som e im portance— the “ fru its ”  ( in  this 
w orld  and the n e x t)  which the w orks o f the law  b rin g  to the 
good ritualist.

W ell, these aphorism s o f Ja im in i h ave been com m ented on 
by som ebody else, whose w ork has again been com m ented on by 
a second som ebody else, in the good old Indiah w ay. I t  is from  
the w ork of the first som ebody else, by  nam e K u m arila  B h a tta —  
that I w ish to quote the passage w hose charm  I h ave spoken o f; 
it  is th is:

“ B u t the teachings of S h ak ya  M uni and others (w ith  the e x 
ception of a few  en join ing tam eness and g if t s ) , are all contrary 
to the fourteen kinds of scientific treatises, and com posed by 
B uddh a and others w hose go in gs on w ere opposed to the law  of 
the three V ed as, and m eant fo r men who b elong m ostly to 
the fourth  caste, who are excluded from  the V ed as, debarred 
from  pure observances, and delud ed ; therefore these teachings 
cannot h ave th eir root in the V edas. A n d  w hat confidence 
can w e h ave that one [S h ak ya  Muni Buddha] who b ein g a  K sh a t
tr iy a  [R a jp u t]  stepped beyond the duties of his own order, and 
took on him self the duties of a prophet and receiver of presents, 
would teach a pure system  of duty? F o r  it is sa id : ‘ L e t every  
one avoid a  man who practises adls destru ctive of future 
happiness. H ow  can he who destroys h im self be of any 
good to anyone e lse ? ’ A n d  yet this v e ry  stepp ing beyond his 
duties by B uddh a is held to be an adornm ent to h im !— since 
he h im self sa id : ‘ L e t  all the sins com m itted in the w orld  in the 
K a li Y u g a  fa ll on m e, but let the w orld be set f r e e ! ’ T h u s 
g iv in g  up a K sh attriya 's  duties, w hich are of som e use in the 
w orld, and tak in g on h im self the w ork of a prophet, which is the 
p rero gative  of the Brah m ans, and teaching those outside the law  
th ings the B rah m ans w ould not teach them , because the B ra h 
m ans could not think of stepp ing beyond the prohibition, he 
sought to do good to others, w hile b reak in g aw ay from  duties of 
h is ow n,— and these are the sort of th ings he is praised f o r ! ”

T h e  sam e som ebody else is  elsew here quoted as sa y in g : “ Is 
the abstention from  in ju ry  taught by S h a k y a  M uni a duty or 
not, for it is  in accordance w ith Scrip tu re . I t  is not a d u ty ; for 
cow ’s m ilk held in a  d og ’s skin is not p u re .”

W e turn re g re tfu lly  from  this chastened sp irit to the R ig  
V eda, w hose seventh circle contains the hym ns that m ark  alm ost 
the begin n in g o f B rah m anical claim s. W e h ave a lread y  spoken



of the great R a jp u t, V ish vam itra , the poet of the thrice-sacred 
G ayatri and the H ym n of the R iv e rs . T h e  seventh  circle b rings 
us to V asish ta , the priest, V ish v am itra ’s rival. V asish ta  has be
com e the typ ical B rahm an of antiqu ity, and all subsequent ages 
vied with each other in ta lk in g  him  up, ju st as they w ere em ulous 
in ta lk in g V ish vam itra  the R a jp u t down, even w hile repeatin g his 
hym n, the thrice-holy G ayatri.

Buddha, though teach ing “ tam eness and g if t s ,”  w as severely  
reproved for arro gatin g  to h im self the B ram anical duty  of rece iv
in g  presen ts; and V asish ta  had m uch the sam e grievan ce against 
his riva l. T h a t the view s of V asish ta  and his fam ily  on the sub
ject of g ifts  w ere extrem ely  liberal one can learn  from  the fo l
low ing hym n of the seventh c irc le ; it is addressed to In d ra :

“ S eek in g  to m ilk thee, like a cow in a  rich  m eadow, V asish ta  
sent forth  his p rayers to th e e ; for everyone tells  m e that Indra is 
a  lord of cows. M ay In dra  com e to our liym n.

“ P arash ara , Sh atayatu  and V asish ta , devoted to thee, who 
grew  tired of th eir houses, have not forgotten  the friendship  of 
thee boun tifu l: therefore let prosperous d ays dawn for these 
sages.

“ E arn in g  two hundred cow s and two chariots w ith m ares, the 
g ift of Sud as the son of P ija van a  and grandson of D evavat, I 
w alked round the house, A g n i, u ttering praises like a hotar priest.

“ T h e  four brown steeds, bestowed by Su d as the son of P ija 
vana, decked w ith pearls, standing on the ground, ca rry  m e on 
securely  from  generation  to generation.

“ T h at donor whose fam e pervades both worlds, has d istrib
uted g ifts  to ev ery  person .” 1

In d ra  and A g n i w ere not the only gods with whom  V asish ta  
w as on term s of reveren tial intim acy. W e quote in illustration 
of this a hym n to V aru n a, the lord of the g re a t deep ; it  is in ter
esting, even  if  only m etaphorical, as show ing that the people of 
V a sish ta ’s d ays w ere fam iliar w ith the ocean, and ventured forth 
in m any-oared ships. V asish ta  s in g s :

“ W hen V aru n a  and I em bark on the boat, w hen we propel it 
into the m idst of the ocean, when we advance o ver the surface of 
the w aters, m ay w e rock upon the undulating elem ent until we 
becom e brilliant.

“ V a ru n a  took V asish ta  into the b o a t ; b y  h is m igh ty  aCts 
w orking sk illfu lly , he has m ade him a sa g e ; the w ise one m ade 
him  an u ttere ’r  of praises in an auspicious tim e, that h is days and 
daw ns m ay be prolonged.

1 R ig  Veda, v i i ,  18. 4 an d  21-24.



“ W here are our friend ships? the tran qu ility  that we en joyed 
of old? W e h ave com e, self-sustain ing V aru n a, to th y vast abode, 
to th y house with a  thousand gates.

“ W h atever frien d  of thine, bein g a kinsm an ever constant and 
beloved, m ay com m it offences again st thee, m ay w e not suffer, 
though sinful, adorable on e; do thou, w ise God, g ra n t us pro
tection .”  1

F rom  the effedt attributed  to rock ing  upon the undulating e le
ment, we are led to in fer that V aru n a  and V asish ta  w ere only 
in  the sam e boat in  a  figure o f speech, a  flow er of poetry. It  
m ay serve  to introduce another flow er of poetry  from  the sam e 
book:

“  A fte r  ly in g  prostrate for a year, like B rahm ans perform in g 
a  vow , the fro g s  h ave em itted th eir voice, roused b y  the show ers 
o f heaven.

“ W hen the h eaven ly  w aters fell upon them , as upon a  dry 
fish ly in g  in a pond, the m usic o f the fro gs com e together like 
the low in g o f cows w ith th eir calves.

“ W hen at the approach o f the ra in y  season, the rain  has 
w etted them  as they w ere lon gin g and th irsting, one goes to the 
other while he talks, like a son to his father, croaking.

“ One of them  em braces the other, w hen they revel in the 
show er of w a te r ; and the brow n fro g  ju m p in g  a fte r  he has been 
ducked, jo in s his speech w ith the green  one.

“ A s.o n e of them repeats the speech o f the other, like a  pupil 
and h is teacher, e v e ry  lim b o f them  grow s, as it w ere, w hen they 
converse eloquently on the su rface of the w ater.

“ One o f them  is cow -noise,' the other goat - n o is e ; one is 
B row n, the other G reen . T h e y  are different though they bear 
the sam e nam e, and m odulate th eir voices in m any w ays as they 
speak.

“ L ik e  B rah m an s at the Som a sacrifice of A tira tra , sittin g 
round a  full pond, and talk ing, you, O F ro g s , celebrate the day of 
the yea r w hen the ra in y  season begins.

‘ ‘ T h ese  B rahm ans w ith th eir Som a h ave had their say, perform 
in g  the annual rite. T h ese A d h varyas, sw eating w hile they carry  
the hot pots, pop out like herm its.

“ T h e y  h ave alw ays observed the order of the gods as they 
are w orshipped through the year, these do not negledt the season; 
the fro gs who w ere like the hot pots them selves, are set free  when 
the rains begin.

“ Cow-noise gave , goat-noise g a ve , the B row n gave , and the

1 R tg  V ed^  v i i ,  88, 3-6.



G reen g a ve  us treasures. T h e  fro gs who g a v e  us hundreds o f 
cows length en  our life  in the rich autu m n .’ ”  _

T h ere  is nothing like this in the H eb rew  Psalm s. “ T h is  is 
the only p la c e ,”  says P ro fessor R oth , “ in the first nine M andalas 
of the R ig  Veda  in w hich the w ord Brah m an is  found in its la ter 
sense [of prophet and rece iver of g ifts ] , w h ile the tenth M andala 
offers a  num ber o f instances. T h is  is one of the proofs that 
m any of the hym ns in the tenth book w ere com posed consid
erab ly  la te r .”  C. J .

GEN ER AL PERTINENT OBSERVATIONS.

La s t  m o n t h  a m istake w as passed b y the proof-reader which w e  
m ust corredt. W e w ere m ade to say  that in A m erica  w e  
had but little  “ p resen tation ,”  instead of “ persecu tion .”  T h e  

Society  certain ly has m uch presentation, and if  the era of p e rse
cution ev er existed, it has passed aw ay. W e are  w ell presented, n ot 
only by  ourselves, but when a hiatus occurs in that, the n ew s
papers then suddenly begin  again  about us., T h e  last occasion 
w as the sudden u p risin g  of a Mr. N ew ton, who w as first treas
u rer of the T .S .  H e w as a spiritualist, le ft  us quite soon, and 
retained a paper he had no official righ t to. T h is  w as a p led g e  
of secrecy, g iven  because another person w as then prom ising to 
show w onderful occult perform ances that n eve r cam e off. T h e  
paper is signed by H .P .B . am ong others. A ll  this bein g spread 
out at length  in a great N ew  Y o rk  daily , attention w as once m ore 
turned to the Theosophical m ovem ent. E v e ry  tim e an yth in g 
appears in new spapers about the Society  or T h eosophy m em b ers 
ought, in our opinion, to take advantage of it fo r  a re p ly  by  w ay  
of explanation. .

T h e  great p ra yer test with dear Colonel B ob In gerso ll as the 
exam ple, has been occupying the attention of the w hole land 
d u rin g  D ecem ber. T h e  Christian  End eavorers, thousands strong, 
started  the p ra yers  and enlisted other people. T h e y  offered up 
m ultitudes of appeals to God to change the C olonel; but at last 
accounts he rem ains the good man he a lw ays w as, and not con
verted . O f course the w hole th ing is ridiculous, but it once m ore 
em phasizes the assertion that the civilized w orld  has not escaped 
from  superstition. T h e  m assacres of A rm en ian s in T u rk ish

a R ig  Veda, v i i ,  103, 1-10.



dom inions, and the protedtion of m issionaries, would seem  to be 
better su b jects fo r p ra yer than is In gersoll. B ut those affairs in 
A s ia  require cannon, soldiers and w ar sh ip s— prayers w on’t do. 
M eanw hile, as w e h ave found in our travels, the people in the 
country  d istricts in A m erica  go  on p ray in g  fo r rain or against it, 
a s  th ey m ay eledt, and the rain-dispenser lau gh s in h is sleeve. 
W e m et one m inister who said he had alm ost b lundered into 
p rayer fo r rain  that w eek, but fortun ately  happened to h ear that 
one of his parishioners w anted to get in his crops first. So  the 
rain-screw  w as not turned till later. T h e re  w as no response. 
T h ese  num erous fa ilu res are a lw ays overlooked.

B ut there are w eak and sensitive persons who can be affedted, 
through the astral and m ental planes, b y  the p rayers  of m any 
others i f  diredted at them . T h is  is a  pradtice condem ned by the 
O ld  Testam ent, for it is a  species of sorcery  (so  ca lled ). W e 
have no rig h t to try  to im pose our w ill and opinions on others 
aga in st th eir w ish. E v e n  th is p ra y e r test has helped the T .S . ,  
as theosophical opinions w ere asked for by  new spapers and pub
lished.

*  ■

On our jou rn eys w e have found it to be true, as once w as 
stated in the P a t h ,  that no city  in the country is unfit fo r T h eo s
ophy, or is too m aterialistic, or too fu ll of som e “ is m ”  or other 
to allow  o f good work. M em bers often com plain in that w ay. 
B ut th ey are wrong. W hen th ey form  a  branch they are full of 
enthusiasm , expedting to m ake a strong im pression in the place. 
B u t th ey fo rget that this is not n atu rally  possible. T h e y  also 
fo rget that there m ust be defections in th eir ranks, and be w illin g  
to h ave  readtions. I f  the w orkers h ave patience and w ork on 
th ey w ill find at last the righ t result. Som e of them think they m ust 
be orators, and not being so, they perceive no hope. O ratory is 
not indispensable. W hat th ey need is to h ave a  clear, w ell 
defined and w ell thought out com prehension of as m uch T h eo s
ophy as th ey can grasp  —  and that w ill include all the im portant 
dod trines— so as to be able to g iv e  it out to others in a  sim ple 
w ay. T h is  would do m ore for the w ork than a ll the oratory in 
the world.

T h e  unconsidered and h astily  m ade proposition w as b rought 
before us of h irin g  som e ex-m in ister to go about and preach T h e 
osophy. T h is  we w ould strenuously objedt to, regard in g  such a 
po licy  as pernicious, ve ry  h urtfu l to the m ovem ent. N o man



should be put to w ork fo r us who does not fu lfil certa in  req u ire
m ents. ( a )  Should be a  proved m em ber o f the Society, who 
cam e in for the sake of T heosophy. ( b)  M ust be ready to take 
w hat is called “ pot lu c k ,”  to h ave noth ing w h atever in the world. 
(c )  M ust be known to be earnest, zealous, devoted, ( d )  Should 
have been several years  a  m em ber. ( e)  M ust th oroughly know 
and believe in T heosophy, brotherhood, and the need for basing 
ethics on Theosophy. In  faCt, the objections to h irin g  m inisters, 
or m ere talkers, or new m em bers, are  so num erous as to be o ver
w helm ing. W e at least hope that no branch w ill ev er waste 
m oney in that w ay.

T h e  desire to be at and about any of our h eadquarters, say 
in N ew  Y o rk  or Boston, C hicago or San  F rancisco , is prob ab ly  a 
natural"one. B ut it w ould seem  that upon that d esire  should ju st 
as n aturally  follow  self-questioning as to one’s com petency, w hat 
fitness one has, w h at acquirem ents we can offer, and w h at such 
h eadquarters ought to have. Y e t  w e have m et those who w anted 
to be taken by a  T .S .  headquarters w ithout b ein g  able to o ffer a 
sin g le  th ing in re tu rn ; in f a d , som etim es the candidate is lack in g  
in elem entary education. Som e conversation resu lted  in discov- 
in g  not only that the needful education fo r doing the best w ork 
w as absent, but the notion w as held that T .S .  h eadquarters re 
quired on ly m ediocre talent. W hat a m onstrous id ea ! T h e  ve ry  
best talfent, the finest education, should be devoted to such cen
tres. B u t no, these asp irants w ant to sit around, and b y  ta lk in g 
w ith  w ork in g  T h eosophists im agine they are  doing great th ings, 
w hile th ey feel an  excitem ent which they m istake fo r work. 
T h en  th ey are not w illin g  to do d ru d gery , such as the w ork of 
the offices re a lly  is. T h e y  w ould be editors and authors at a 
rush, occultists indeed. No tedious add ressing o f envelopes or 
slav in g  at lists fo r  them. Oh, fo r  m ore w illin g  drud ges and less 
cap ta in s!

. .  T w o  O b s e r v e r s .

LITERARY NOTES.
T h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  F o r u m  for November announces that for the present 

it is decided to continue the use of signatures to the answers. The questions 
and answers are up to the usual standard, and quite a controversy rages 
about the matter of a woman’s duty to her relatives should they disapprove of 
Theosophy.— [ G.]

L o t u s b b l C t h e n  (German), for November, has an interesting article on 
the “ Lord’s Prayer,” mostly taken from the “ Sermon on the Mount” as it



appeared in the Jris/t Theosophist. There is also an..article called “ Spirit 
Brides and Vampirism,” and the interpretation of the “ Prometheus Myth 
is continued.—[G.] .

T h e  W o r l d  M y s t e r y , four essays, by G. R. S. Mead, entitled “ The 
World Soul,” “ The Vestures of the Soul,” “ The Web of Destiny” and “ True 
Self-Reliance,” are reprints of those well-known and excellent articles from 
Lucifer under a single cover, forming an octavo volume of 150 pages. Can 
be obtained from the P a t h  for $1.25.— [G.]

O r i e n t a l  D e p a r t m e n t  P a p e r  for November and December. The trans
lation of the Taittiriya Upanishad is continued, followed by the commentary, 
which is of unvarying excellence. It is well to try to work out the meaning 
for oneself from the translation and see how closely the result corresponds 
with the commentary. Under the heading “ Self, Potencies, Vestures” is 
given some translated matter of much practical import, the first four para
graphs in particular are not only of great beauty, but in condensed form give 
the key to the path of life. — [G.]

L u c i f e r  for November contains “ Theosophy Among the Quietists,” the 
first instalment of an article giving a description of the Quietist movement 
and some account of their teachings, with the idea of demonstrating their 
essential oneness with Theosophy. “ Musings of a Neophyte” (No. ii,) 
discourses • on the power of Love to quell Hatred. Mrs. Besant contri
butes a didactic and exceedingly pretentious article on “ Occult Chemistry.” 
“ An Astral Experience” is a reprint from an old number of Theosophist. 
“ Dreams” is the beginning of a long article by C. W. Leadbeater, which 
reviews much that has already been said. “ Recurrent Questions,” continued 
articles, “ Activities,” “ Reviews,” complete the number.—[G.]

T h e  p u b l i s h e r s  of the Sphinx, Braunschweig, Germany, have lately is
sued a series of theosophical books and pamphlets, some originals, some trans
lations, from the English. Among the chief ones may be mentioned reprints 
of J. Kerning’s Path to Immortality and Key to the Spiritual World. A  
translation of both of these works appeared in the P a t h , vol. ii, under the 
title of “ Teachings of a German Mystic.” Then we have A n Interview  of 
a New York W orld Reporter with Annie Besant, translated by L. Dein
hard; Self-Know ledge and Reincarnation, by Dr. F. Hartmann; Symbolism, 
by Annie Besant; Thoughts on Karm a , by Ernst Diestel; Mysticism and 
Evolution , by Dr. F. Hartmann; and A n Introduction to the Study o f the 
Secret Doctrine, by L. Deinhard.

E n v e l o p e  S e r i e s  of reprints from various Theosophical magazines of 
much sought-after articles constitutes a -new feature of P a t h  publication. 
These are of such size that they can easily be slipped into an envelope with 
a letter for purposes of propaganda. The articles in the series so far have 
been; ( a) Herbert Coryn’s Devachan (locents); (b ) The Place of Peace, by 
Annie Besant (5 cents); ( c) A stra l Intoxication, Delusions o f Clairvoyance, 
and Shall we Teach Clairvoyance? by William Q. Judge (5 cents); (a )  Cul
ture o f Concentration and Acquirement o f Occult Powers, by William Q. 
Judge (10 cents). The publications fill a long-felt need, and it is to be hoped 
that the series will be considerably augmented.

T h e  E n g l i s h  T h e o s o p h i s t  has entered upon a vigorous campaign which 
forces one back in memory and imagination quite a year. The whole 
December issue, like the preceding one, is comment, criticism and notice upon 
those matters which have for the past two years engaged the attention of all 
Theosophists, and which are perhaps best known as the “ Judge row." The 
magazine is most interesting reading even in America where for some months 
all “ rowing” has given place to active propaganda and current theosophical 
work. In England, India, and Australia it will perform a most valuable 
service by giving those who have no personal knowledge of the matters which 
were at issue, an unprejudiced recital of the facts.— [G.]

T h e  T h e o s o p h i s t  for November. “Old Diary Leaves" is mostly a reprint 
of a dialogue on Yoga between Col. Olcott and Swami Dayanand, which orig
inally appeared in the Theosophist in December, 1880. A meagre description 
is given of Hi* journey to Simla. It is to be hoped that we are not intended



to take seriously an article entitled, “ A Retrospect Concerning A. B. and her 
Teachings.” Yet as the Theosophist is understood to be friendly to Mrs. 
Besant. we cannot understand why she should be held up to ridicule. We can 
conceive of no clearer way of undermining a person’s influence than by the 
printing of such hysterically exaggerated glorification and fulsome worship. 
Some very interesting experiments in physics are given under the title, “Notes 
on Scientific Experiments,” and some further extracts for “ The Healing of the 
Nations” follow. There are the usual “ Reviews,” “Activities,” “ Notices,” 
“ Cuttings and Comments," etc.—[G.]

I r i s h  T h e o s o p h i s t  for November opens with the final “ Letters to a 
Lodge,” which all will regret to see finished. This “ Letter” answers certain 
questions which have been sent the author regarding certain matters discussed 
in previous ones, and in so doing covers obscure or misunderstood points. 
The first explanation goes again over the ground of difference between 
instinct and intuition, and the second question developes still another phase 
of this. But these articles must be read to be appreciated, and those familiar 
with former issues will need no further recommendation. Another instalment 
of “ The World Knoweth Us Not” is given. A legendary tale, “ The En
chantment of Cuchullain,” is begun. There are poems, humorous and other
wise, and Burcham Harding contributes an excellent paper on “ Methods of 
Work.” The announcement is made that a new magazine is to appear in 
December, edited by Dr. Coryn and called the Theosophical Isis.—[G.]

MIRROR OF THE MOVEMENT.
. AMERICA

B e a c o n  T.S., Boston, is continuing the scheme of suppers to working
men, with theosophical meetings afterwards. Good results have come about 
from this.

C i n c i n n a t i  T.S. is holding crowded meetings. A member of the Branch 
recently visited Headquarters and reports great enthusiasm and increase of 
membership.

D e n v e r  T. S. has recently taken two rooms at 1450 Emerson avenue. 
The rooms are centrally located, and it is hoped that they will be filled 
throughout the whole of the coming season at each meeting.

C l i n t o n  T.S. was chartered on November 27th. As mentioned in last 
issue, this Society is formed of members of the old Indra T.S. at Clinton and 
great anticipations are entertained from its active propaganda in Clinton. 
This is the 90th Branch on our roll.

L e a g u e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  W o r k e r s  No. 1  has had its funds increased by a 
Violin Romance Recital by Miss Eleanor B. Hooper, given in the hall of the 
Aryan Theosophical Society, November 20th. The hall was well filled and 
the audience was delighted. The program consisted of an original recital by 
Miss Hooper, interspersed with violin music.

B u f f a l o  T.S. held its first annual meeting for the election of officers and 
amending of by-laws in the Genesee parlors on the 17th of December. After 
the reading of reports and the regular business of the meeting refreshments 
were served, and the occasion made one of celebration of the great success of 
the Branch in the acquisition and dissemination of Theosophical knowledge.

M i n n e a p o l i s  T.S. The rooms of the branch here are crowded and the 
Society is looking for larger quarters. At President Slafter’s address on 
Capital Punishment: why not? on Sunday, December 8th, there was stand
ing room only. This is good news for Minneapolis and shows how the work 
is being carried on in this quarter. Several applications for membership have 
been received lately. '



C o r r e c t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  of a slight mistake that crept into a late F o r u m , 
regarding Toledo. It was said that there is another T.S. there working under 
a charter from a so-called American Section. As there is no such section 
legally, it having been legally merged into the Theosophical Society in 
America, there can be no legal branch having any competent charter under 
such a section at Toledo or any where else. Such bodies are simply “bolters.”

B r o o k l y n  T.S. Thursday evening meetings in December were very well 
attended, the discussions being of unusual interest. The Sunday lectures 
were as follows: The Path, Wm. Main; Theosophic Theories, H. T. Patter
son; Riddles o f Life, J. H. Fussell; Buddhism, Vespera Freeman; Masters, 
Effie M. Daniell. A class for easy lessons in the Secret Doctrine meets every 
Sunday afternoon. The first volume of the same work is studied on Wednes
day evenings.

B r i d g e p o r t  T.S. recently received a visit from Miss E. M. Daniell, of the 
Aryan Society. She lectured in the rooms of the Varuna Branch to a crowded 
audience on The Relation of the Masters to the Theosophical Principles 
and Teachings. The Bridgeport press congratulated the Society on Miss 
Daniell’s visit to it, and excellent notices were given, one paper having nearly 
a column on the lecture. Varuna T.S. is arranging for active work during 
the year 1896.

D e t r o i t , M i c h i g a n . On November 16th Mrs. Lillie H.. Fisk, of Manasa 
Branch, Toledo, visited Detroit and talked with some fifteen people who met 
for that purpose. Mrs. Fisk has accepted an invitation to address the Michi
gan Society for Psychical Research in January; subject, Theosophy. Mr. R. 
O. R. Bergath, F.T.S., of Fort Wayne, Detroit, has already addressed this 
organization. The demand for a second talk is certainly an indication that 
the members are interested.

M r . G e o r g e  D. A y e r s , Secretary of the New England Territorial Com
mittee for Theosophical Work, paid a visit to Central Connecticut and on Fri
day, December 6th, delivered a lecture in the rooms of the New Britain T.S. 
on Theosophy;  Saturday afternoon he met the members of the Meriden 
Branch and in the evening delivered a public lecture. Sunday afternoon he 
gave a parlor talk to the members of the Bristol T.S., returning to New Brit
ain in time to deliver a public lecture on Reincarnation.

M i l w a u k e e  T.S. is having a season of active work, and interest in The
osophy is being manifested throughout the city. Dr. Hill’s public lectures 
are very popular. A number of other members write good papers. A 
training-class is about to be started for speakers, as also a Lotus Circle, and a 
number of other activities organized. The North-side study-class is steadily 
widening its circles, and groups are to be formed on the east and west sides. 
Much help was given to this Branch by R. D. A. Wade’s visit.

M a n a s a  B r a n c h  (Toledo) has just issued a new syllabus for three months, 
beginning January 7th, 1896. Good press reports of meetings are given every 
week, and now one of our Sunday papers has commenced publishing a series 
of Theosophical articles. A member of the branch has been preparing the 
wav for M r .  Harding by giving parlor lectures in some of the towns in this 
vicinity. Large and attentive audiences, as well as the urgent requests 
received for more lectures, testify to the interest that has been awakened 
in Theosophy.

U p a s i k a  T.S., South Brooklyn, held its first meeting in its room, 225 Lin
coln Place, Wednesday evening, November 27th. The subject under dis
cussion until January ist is, O f what use to Christians'is a Knowledge o f 
Theosophy as Presented to the W orld of to-day f  The one paper each evening 

is limited to fifteen minutes. The meetings adjourn at 9:15. The officers 
of the branch are: Col. H. N. Hooper, president; Dr. H. A. Bunker, vice
president; Mrs. Hooper, secretary; Dr. T. P. Hyatt, treasurer; Mr. V. Carroll, 
librarian; Miss L. T. V. Carroll, assistant librarian.

A n n  A r b o r , M i c h i g a n . The class which was formed during the visit here 
oi  Claude Falls Wright, one year ago, still holds weekly meetings, which are 
attended by about twenty members. Regular study by the members not



being  practicable ow ing to the peculiar conditions of a  university  town, a  plan 
which differs som ewhat from those ordinarily  in use h as been adopted. T he 
F .T .S . a t whose house the m eetings are held sent out cards, w ith a  syllabus 
covering three m onths w ritten on the back. T he syllabus is headed, “ Con
versations on T heosophy.” A fter a  talk  of half an hour or more, given by 
the hostess, lively discussions, in w hich all take p art, follow. On D ecem ber 
4th Mrs. M ary F. L ang, of the M anasa B ranch, Toledo, addressed the class 
upon T h e P r a c t ic a l  M is s io n  o f  th e  T . S. T he m em bers hope to have a  visit 
from  Mr. Burcham  H ard in g  very  soon.

“ H .P .B .” B r a n c h .  T he plan of which we spoke in our last notice of the 
first S unday n ight in each m onth being devoted to “ Q uestions on Theosophy 
A nsw ered” we are  g lad  to  say proves successful. Good audiences a tte n d  and 
we find it an  opportunity for m em bers to keep them selves in readiness to reply 
to  questions given them . W e find “ W hat is T heosophy?” is often asked, and  
in fact the larg er p a rt of the questions deal w ith the fundam ental teachings 
of Theosophy and how they can be applied to  daily life, th u s show ing the 
desire of the public to gain  know ledge of Theosophy as it is . A n en terta in 
m en t w as given b y  th e  children of the L otus Circle, representing th e  pictures 
from  M other Goose, and  it proved a  success. T ickets w ere liberally  d is tri
buted, especially am ong the public school children. Music w as provided by 
several friends of the L otus Circle, an d  w hen the children left the hall they 
w ere presented w ith little  fav o rs as m em entoes, to w hich a  card w as a ttach ed  
bearing the address an d  hour of m eeting of the Circle, w ith an invitation to 
attend. T he S unday evening lectures for D ecem ber were: is t, “ Q uestions on 
T heosophy A nsw ered;” 8th, Mr. Joseph H . Fussell on T h e R id d le s  o f  L i f e ;  
15th, Mr. H. T. P atterson  on T h e o s o p h ic a l T h e o r ie s ;  22d, Miss E . M. D aniell 
on M a s t e r s ;  29th, Mr. P ercy W oodcock on E s o t e r ic  A s t r o lo g y .—(C o m m u 
n ic a te d . )

CEN TR A L S T A T E S  L E C T U R E R ’S  M O V EM EN T S.

Burcham H ard in g  visited the Colum bus Branch from N ovem ber 18th to 
25th, giving three public lectures in the Y.M .C.A. building to crow ded and 
appreciative audiences. A ddresses w ere also given a t W orth ington— w here 
it  is hoped to  form a  reading  club for T heosophy— an d  before the T rades 
A ssembly. T he Sunday evening m eeting a t the branch rooms w as very 
largely attended, an d  several new m em bers w ere obtained. T he outlook a t 
Colum bus is very prom ising; there are  several m em bers qualified to  do propa
g an d a work, which is  to be carried  on in the surrounding towns.

Mr. Harming w ent ,to., C incinnati N ovem ber 25th, staying  until D ecem ber 
18th. D uring  this tim e lectures were given in Suburban places w here new 
centres m ay be started. R egular S unday evening lectures upon the founda
tion doctrines w ere also inaug u rated  a t the headquarters. T he result fa r 
exceeded expectation, for the branch hall, a lthough large, would n o t contain 
the crow ds of visitors. A  tra in in g  class was added  to th e  activities, to enable 
m em bers to qualify to give expression to th e ir knowledge, and it is hoped th a t 
the new “ lecture b u reau ” will soon do th is all around Cincinnati. T he new s
papers a t  Columbus an d  C incinnati reported B rother H ard in g ’s lectures very 
fully an d  expressed th e  ever-grow ing in terest in Theosophy.

M O V EM EN TS O F  E. T . H ARGRO VE.

From  C incinnati IfTr. H argrove w ent to  St. Louis, w here he arrived  on 
N ovem ber 19th. L ectures fallowed on the 20th, 21st, an d  22d, w ith gradually 
increasing audiences, u ntil on the 22d Bowman’s H all w as crowded, w ith m any 
standing. A n afternoon lecture w as given on the 24th and well attended. 
Mr. H argrove w as asked by the R e p u b l ic  to w rite 2000 w ords for th eir Sun
day edition, which duly appeared. On the 25th he reached K ansas City and 
lectured there every n ight till the 29th to good audiences. D ecem ber is t 
found him  a t Memphis, w here he lectured th a t evening. T he new spapers 
were particularly  friendly. M eetings followed on the 2d, 3d an d  4th  with 
good attendance. On the 5th he arriv ed  a t  N ashville an d  lectured there th a t 
evening; again  on the 6th, w ith a  m em bers’ m eeting on the 7th an d  another 
lecture on the 8th to a  crow ded audience in th e  Odd-Fellows Hall, a t which 
all the standing room  w as occupied. A n editorial in the evening B a n n e r ,  
supporting “ the simple orthodox fa ith ,” showed th a t public in terest had  been



aroused. New O rleans w as reached on the gth, a  m em bers’ m eeting w as held 
on the ioth, a  public lecture given on the 13th to about forty people, another 
on the following day to over fifty, and  on the 16th, the th ird  and last, to over 
400. A new spaper a ttack  helped to advertise  the last. On the 17th Mr. 
H argrove arrived  a t Macon, an d  lectured to a  large an d  enthusiastic audi
ence on the 18th; spoke a t a  m em bers’ m eeting  on the 19th an d  w as due to 
speak again on the 20th, 21st an d  22d. H e then travels east and north.

PA C IFIC  C O A ST .
A “ C o m m i t t e e  for Theosophical W ork in  Southern C alifornia” has been 

form ed, w ith the object of carry ing  on an active propaganda in  all th e  tow ns 
from S an ta  B arbara to S an Diego.

D r .  G r i f f i t h s  lectured in San Jos6 D ecem ber 1st upon S le e p  a n d  D e a t h ;  
on the following Sunday in San Q uintin  prison upon H e r e d it y ,  and  on the 
15th in O akland upon T h e M y s t e r ie s  o f  S e x . M any branch an d  o ther m eet
ings w ere also a ttended  during interim s.

R e p o r t s  f r o m  B ritish Colum bia an d  W ashington s ta te  th a t Mrs. Sarah 
A. H arris  is accom plishing a  g re a t am ount of good work am ong th e  branches 
an d  mem bers. She h as visited quite a  num ber of places, both a t new centres 
and established branches, an d  will probably end her lecturing  tour an d  re tu rn  
to San Francisco some time in  Jan u ary . •

O a k l a n d  B r a n c h  h as given the following lectures the p a st m onth: Novem
ber: ioth, Mrs. J. D. H assfurther, T h e  W o r ld ’s  B i b l e s ;  17th, Mrs. M. M. 
T hirds, T w e n t y  Y e a r s  o f  T h eo so p h y ;  24th, A. J. Johnson, T h e  A n im a l  S o u l  
in  M a n ; D ecem ber 1st, Mrs. C. M clntire, T h o u g h t  a n d  it s  P u r p o s e .  T his 
b ranch h as recently adopted th e  series of topical study outlined in th e  T h e
o so p h ic a l F o r u m .

W h a t c o m  T .S . w as chartered D ecem ber 6th. T his branch is doing 
active work in  N ew  W hatcom , W ash. A short tim e ago the efforts of Mrs. 
E lla  G. W illson and others succeeded in producing a  branch a t F airhaven, 
an d  now their united  efforts have resulted  in organizing one a t  N ew  W hatcom. 
A lready, by th e  addition of new  m em bers since the branch was formed, 
there are g re a t signs of activity in N ew  W hatcom. T h is is the g2d branch 
on th e  roll.

S a n t a  C r u z  B r a n c h  is show ing g re a te r activity than ever. A hall has 
been leased for a  long term , carpeted an d  furnished as a  T .S . headquarters. 
P ublic lectures are  given every S unday evening, branch m eetings are  held 
weekly an d  classes for study  conducted. T he new headquarters, w hich will 
com fortably seat 150 people, and  . is centrally  located, w as form ally opened 
Sunday, N ovem ber 24th, w ith  a  series of lectures by D r. Griffiths, which were 
well a tten d ed  and aroused increased interest.

T h e  b r a n c h e s  in S an Franscisco have had fa ir audiences a t  th eir Sun
day lectures a t  R ed  M en’s H all. T h e  following w ere given th e  p ast m o n th : 
N ovem ber ioth, T .  H. Slator, K a r m a  a n d  R e in c a r n a t io n ;  17th, Dr. J. A. 
A nderson, T h e  T w e n t ie th  A  n n iv e r s a r y  o f  th e  T h e o so p h ic a l S o c ie t y ;  24th, 
Mrs. J . D. H assfurther, T h e  W o r ld 's  B i b l e s ;  D ecem ber 1st, Dr. J. A. A n
derson, T h e  In flu e n c e s  o f  H e r e d it y .  A m ovem ent is on foot for th e  consol
idation of the San Francisco an d  Golden G ate Branches early in the year. 
Both branches are  w orking actively, an d  much p ro paganda w ork is prosecuted 
by the m em bers individually and collectively.

P r o m e t h e u s  T.S. A., being now six m onths old, I  send a  review  of its pro
gress to date. W e started  w ith a- m em bership of thirty, and  have since 
dem itted four an d  g ained  one new m em ber. W e have ren ted  a  building two 
blocks from  the business centre and  refitted it as an  audience room w ith a  
seating  capacity of one hundred an d  thirty. T his w as dedicated to T heos
ophy on Ju n e  4th las t by  a  lecture by B rother Copeland, of Salem. W e  imme
diately began a  series of S unday evening lectures, which have since been 
m aintained uninterruptedly. W e also organized a  class for the study of the 
S e c r e t  D o c t r in e . O ur branch m eetings on T uesday  evenings are  also well 
attended, the audience averaging about tw enty-tw o persons, and  about the 
sam e num ber a tten d  our tra in in g  class. W e are doing b e tte r an d  m ore effect



ive work th an  we have done for the last tw o years or more* and  the outlook 
is b rig h t.—( C o m m u n ica ted . J

L os A n g e l e s  B r a n c h  of the T .S .A . has been the centre of a  g re a t deal of 
healthy activity  this fall and w inter. T h e  headquarters a t 431 South Spring 
stree t are  kept open every afternoon, and m any books loaned an d  questions 
answ ered. On T uesday evening a  "beginners’ class, averaging  about sixteen 
o r eighteen enquirers, is held. On W ednesday the regular branch is held. 
I ts  attendance varies from twenty-five to fifty. T h e  F riday evening ( H . P . B . )  
training-class has an average of eighteen to tw enty  mem bers. All m eetings 
are  alw ays open to  th e  public. On S unday there are  two regular lectures in 
O dd Fellows Hall. A t n  a.m . Mr. H. A. Gibson is the regular speaker. 
A t 7:45 p.m. some m em bers of th e  branch or visiting speaker gives an  address, 
w hen the hall, w hich has a  seating  capacity of 200, is alw ays full and fre
quently crowded. . ;

A B B O T T  C L A R K ’ S  T O U R .
Since last rep o rt Mr. Clark has given the following four lectures in P asa

dena: W h a t  is  T h eo so p h y, a n d  W h a t a n d  W h e re  a r e  H e a v e n  a n d  H e t t t  ; 
S p ir i t u a l is m , H y p n o tis m , S c ie n c e -H e a lin g  a n d  P s y c h is m  S c ie n t i f ic a lly  
E x p la in e d  b y  T h e o so p h y ;  I f  a  M a n  D ie  s h a l l  H e  L i v e  a g a in  f  o r  P r o o fs  
o f  R e b ir t h  on E a r t h ;  an d  M a h a tm a s , W h o a n d  W h a t  a r e  T h e y ? ;  th e  
F u t u r e  o f  A m e r ic a .  T h e attendance a t  the lectures ranged from 50 to 75 
persons. E ighteen o r tw enty reports were prin ted  in the P asadena and  Los 
A ngeles papers, thus, giving these lectures a  circulation of about 130,000 
copies over the sm all area  of southern California. Mr. P aul Heffleman, 
F .T .S ., P asadena correspondent of the Los A ngeles H e r a l d , and  Mrs. Lou 

.V. Chapin, correspondent of the Los A ngeles T im es, rendered g re a t assist
ance through their papers. Mrs. Chapin invited Mr. Clark to a  reception a t 
her residence to lead in  a  discussion on Theosophy. An outline of Theosophy 
was presented and  the discussion was continued until n  o’clock.

Since leaving P asadena Mr. Clark has been engaged in local work in  Los 
Angeles. A  lecture was delivered to a  crowded house in the Church of the 
N ew  E ra, Compton, on U n iv e r s a l  B r o th e r h o o d , its  S c ie n t i f ic  B a s is ,  th e  
S o lu t io n  o f  S o c ia l  P r o b le m s  ;  also two lectures in L os A ngeles to crowded 
houses, on W h a t is  T h eo so p h y  f  an d  K a r m a .

FOREIGN.
AU STRA LIA N  L ET T ER .

T h e “ Theosophical Society in A u stra la sia ” will be an accom plished fact, 
I  hope, before this is in type. T h e  Sydney Lodge had a  very en thusiastic  m eet
ing, an d  drew  up a  d ra ft constitution sim ilar to th a t of E urope or America. 
W illliam Q. Ju d g e  w as unanim ously elected President. On receipt of the- 
constitution we here a t T hom as had a  m eeting, an d  unanim ously adopted the 
constitution, an d  also elected W illiam Q. Ju d g e P re s id e n t I have no t yet 
heard  from the A uckland centre, b u t I have no doubt they will agree  to  this 
course. In  a  week or two tbere will be a  form al m eeting in Sydney a t  which 
th e  New Z ealand centres will be represented, and then the constitution will 
be finally adopted. So fa r we are  no t very num erous, b u t we a re  very  strong  
in “ harm ony and unity ,” and in  the wish,, “ in honor to prefer one another. 
W e send you our u n it e d  v o ic e  of greeting, as separately we sent o ur words 
of g ree tin g  a t  the las t A m erican Convention. ' S. J. N.

EN GLISH  L E T T E R .

T h e num ber of our Lodges is steadily increasing. W e have now a  dozen 
in all on th e  roll of the T .S . in E urope (E n g la n d ), an d  I hear th a t another 
one is form ing a t S treatham  u nder Mrs. R aphael, and th a t they  intend shortly 
to apply for a  charter. H er sister, Mrs. Binks, w as m ainly concerned in the 
form ation of the new “ K rish n a” Lodge a t South Shields. T h e  two new ones 
form ed since I las t w rote are the “ E clectic” a t York, under Dr, Parker, and the 
“ Is h v a ra ” a t  M iddlesborough, w here a  sm all handful of earn est w orkers have 
been struggling, ag ain st adverse circum stances for some tim e past, their efforts 
b eing a t last crowned with some m easure of success.

I  hear of a  sm all centre  form ing in Shepton M allet (S o m ersetshire), where 
Mr. Bridge, who lives an d  h as been w orking there, recently  gave a  lecture on



T heosophy in a  U n itarian  chapel. Mr. L eonard, secretary  of th e  Clifton 
Lodge, also reports a  lecture (g iv en  by him self) before “ T h e  Sons of the 
Phoenix,” a  local tem perance Lodge in Bristol.

T he H .P .B . Lodge has ju s t s ta rte d  a  L otus Circle, w hich m eets every 
S unday afternoon a t the central office of the T .S . in E ., an d  is conducted on 
the sam e lines as those in Am erica. O ur superintendent is Mr. H . S. Budd, 
late  of N ew  York. Bow Lodge reports the attendance of fifty to sixty  children 
a t th e ir Lotus Circle, and they say th a t if they h ad  m ore room an d  workers, 
they could easily get two h u n d re d ! T h is seem s an  enorm ous field for good 
w ork in the E a st E n d  of London.

O ur little  Theosophical colony a t 6 St. E dm und’s T errace  has ju s t s tarted  
a  w eekly “ at-hom e,” to which all a re  welcome, on T h u rsd ay  evenings. T he 
second conversazione of th e  T .S . in E urope (E n g la n d ) took place on S atu r
day, the 7th inst., and  quite a  large num ber attended. T h is plan proves an 
excellent m ethod of enabling  m em bers of the various London Lodges to  m eet 
and  exchange ideas a b o u t work, an d  Theosophical new s generally. Mr. Budd 
w as heartily  welcomed am ong us, an d  gave us a  short account of th e  w ay th e  
w ork is prospering in A m erica, particularly  of th e  brillian t success of Mr. 
Claude F alls W right’s S unday m orning lectures a t Chickering Hall.

Some of th e  ■ m em bers of tb e  Com m ittee for Theosophical P ropaganda 
have recently form ed them selves into “ T h e  Theosophical Book Co.” 'and will 
carry  on a  sm all ( a t  first) business a t 77 G reat P o rtlan d  street. T h ey  will also 
p rin t pam phlets an d  sm all publications, as one of th e ir num ber is Mr. Sydney 
Coryn, who has a  press of h is own an d  p rin ts the new  m agazine, T h e  Theo- 
o so p h ic a l I s is ,  w hich is edited by h is brother, H erb ert Coryn.

A l i c e  C l e a t h e r .

H E R B E R T  B U R R O W S ON ANNIE BESAN T.

To th e  E d i t o r  o f  th e  E n g l i s h  T h eo so p h ist,
D e a r  s i r :— I  am  obliged to you for publishing m y le tte r of resignation 

from th e  T .S . in  your N ovem ber issue, b u t I  w ish to p ro test against th e  head

in g  which you prefixed to it, viz., “ Mr. H e rb e rt Burrow s an d  the T .S . (A d 

y a r ).” In  all th a t I  have said in m y le tte r I was referring  to  the T .S . as a  

whole an d  not to A d y ar o r any other section in particular. I  draw  no d is
tinction betw een them , an d  m y strictures related  to the T .S . generally, for I  

believe th a t the dangers, superstitions, delusions an d  frauds to which I alluded 

are  general an d  not particular.

I cannot congratulate Mr. C. H. Collings on the answ er w hich he did  not  
receive from Mr. S innett. Mr. S innett’s le t te r  is a  clear evasion of the-point 

a t  issue. I t  is not a  question of personal quarrels, bu t of tru th  an d  honesty. 
L et me jog Mr. S innett’s m em ory by rem inding him  of one fact. H e person

ally declared to m e th a t Mr. Ju d g e  w as tra in ed  in  all h is frau d  by M adam e 

Blavatsky. I  m ay have to jog his m em ory on o ther m atters, b u t th a t will 
do for th e  present. Mrs. B esant k n o w s  th a t both  Col. (3lcott an d  Mr. S in n ett 

believe M adam e B lavatsky to have been fraudulent; b u t she h as had  as yet 

neith er the m oral courage nor the honesty to say-so. On th e  contrary, she 
quotes them  in L u c i f e r  a s  the all-round staunch an d  firm upholders of H. P .B ., 

while a t the sam e tim e she upbraids those who wish the real tru th  known as 

besm irchers an d  practical tra ito rs. Faithfully yours,

H e r b e r t  B u r r o w s .

68 A berdeen R oad, H ighbury  P ark , London, N.

CO R R E C T IO N .
C hange the w ord “ presentation ,” occurring on page 287, D ecem ber num 

ber, n ineteenth  line from top, to “ persecution.”

R ig h te q u ilib r iu x n  do es n ot a r ise .fro m  a  dead le v e l o f eq u a lity  ; th ere  is  a lw a y s  so m e 
one w h o  is  g r e a te s t .—Book o f  Items.

OM.


